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gree of tolerance, of mutual understanding, and of cooperation
for universal ends. The sectarian attitude has everywhere been
undermined, and its historical position has become more and
more untenable. The basis of exclusiveness in religion has
been destroyed by the same forces making nationalism of the
self-contained type incapable of survival.
He commanded universal education, and made the inde-
pendent investigation of truth a proof of spiritual vitality.
Modern civilization has been stirred to its depths by this new
leaven. Compulsory education for children, and the extension
of educational facilities for adults, have become a primary pol-
icy of government. Nations which deliberately seek to restrict
the independence of mind and spirit among their citizens by
that very policy have aroused revolution within and suspicion
and fear outside their boundaries.
Baha'u'llah commanded the adoption of a universal auxil-
iary language, and Dr. Zamenhof and others obeyed His call
by devoting their lives and genius to this great task and op-
portunity.
Above all, Baha'u'llah imbued humanity with a new spirit,
arousing new longings in minds and hearts and new ideals for
society. Nothing in all history is so dramatic and impressive as
the course of events since the dawn of the Baha'i Era in 1844.
Year by year, the power of a dead past prolonged through out-
worn ideas, habits, attitudes, and institutions has weakened,
until at present every intelligent man and woman on earth
realizes that humanity is passing through its most terrible cri-
sis. On the one hand we see the new creation arising as the
light of Baha'u'llah's teaching has revealed the true path of
evolution. On the other hand we see naught but disaster and
frustration in all realms where that light is resisted or ignored.
Yet, to the faithful Baha'i, these and countless other evi-
dences, impressive as they are, fail to give the real measure of
the spiritual majesty of Baha'u'llah. His life on earth, and the
irresistible force of His inspired words, stand as the only true
criterion of the will of God.
A study of the more detailed prophecies of Baha'u'llah and